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LIFE’S VOYAGES, VOLUME 8
PUBLISHING PARTY

Thank you to the 42 learners who submitted their
stories for Life’s Voyages 8. Everyone is invited to
celebrate the authors’ accomplishments by attending
the publishing party on June 23 at the Educators Credit
Union, Education Building on Newman Rd. and
Spring Street. Invitations and maps will be available
closer to the event.

URGENT!! We need artwork for the cover of the book.
Artwork may be hand drawn or computer generated
and can be submitted by tutors, learners, or the tutor/
learner team. Please contact Diane or Joyce for more
information. Thanks.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

We need your input on a number of items:

1. Have you visited the RLC website,
www.racineliteracy.com? What do you think of the
website? What would you like included that isn’t
currently there?

2. Do you like receiving the Tutor Talk by email?
Would you prefer to receive a longer Tutor Talk
less often or a shorter publication more often?
What information would you like included in Tu-
tor Talk?

3. Have you used Newsforyouonline.com? It can be
accessed from any computer via the internet. The
password is 680d4h. Our current subscription ends
July 5. We need to know whether or not it is worth
the price to extend the subscription.

4. Do you use Facebook, Twitter, or other social net-
working sites? If so, would you use it to access
RLC announcements or to exchange ideas with
other tutors?

Please send your answers and comments via email,
phone, or put a note in the Suggestion Box by the log-
book. Thank you for your input.

WELCOME NEW TUTORS

Welcome to the new tutors trained in April: Karen
Lowery, Susan James, Jill Falduto, Ruthie
Bratcher, John Heckenlively, Tamika Esho, Kathy
McVicker, Shannon Chatman, and Charles Heide.
Debra Hsueh and Mary Ellen O’Shea, current tutors,
attended in preparation to become tutor trainers. We
heartily welcome them to the training corps!

We also welcome Russ Stetler. Russ leads a conversa-
tion group on Thursday mornings 9:30—10:30. All
ESL students, high beginning level and above, are in-
vited to attend. Please encourage your learner to attend
this group or the evening group which meets Tuesday
evenings at 6:30.

NEW RESOURCES

Check out the RLC library for these new resources: For
Here or To Go, a new ESL reader is in the Language
Skills—Reading Skills section. It was recommended by
tutor, Dianne Rice. Learning to Achieve (mentioned in
Luanne Frey’s article) is in the Professional section.
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RLC is closed Monday, May 31, Memorial Day.

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 23—Life’s Voyages 8 Publishing Party
July 15—All Tutor Reunion

Sept. 30—Volunteer Recognition Event
Dec. 6-10—Holiday Treat Week @ RLC

Fundraisers:

e June 4—Sept. 8—Summer Reads

o June 4—Kick-off, DeKoven Assembly Hall,
6-9 p.m.

e Aug. 28—RLC Bake Sale @ Downtown
Farmer’ Market

e Nov.12—The BUZZ
Scheduled RLC closings:

e May 31, July 5, Sept. 6, Nov. 25 & 26, Dec.
20 to Jan. 3




TUTORS ATTEND WORKSHOPS IN MILWUAKEE

Learning to Achieve
by Luanne Frey

The Learning to Achieve training was offered in March.
Although it involved devoting a day and traveling to
Milwaukee, I thought the time was right for a refresher.
I have been working with my first basic literacy student
since October—enough time to understand his specific
needs and have questions about how I can best help him.
I was not disappointed. I found the day to be well worth
the time and effort. The group consisted of around 40
people and, to my surprise, the majority of them were
not volunteer tutors (like myself and three other RLC
tutors in attendance), but professionals. These people
were teachers in all sorts of settings: schools, prisons,
technical colleges, and so on. One small downside was
that a large amount of time was spent on the topic of
accommodations, which applies to people working in
institutions much more than it does to volunteer tutors.
The instructors were excellent—engaging, knowledge-
able, and experienced. The content was based on re-
search related to adults with learning disabilities. A
review of that research is available at http://
www.nifl.gov/publications/pdf/
L2ALiteratureReview(09.pdf. I suggest that tutors look
through Chapter 5, “Teaching Methods: Instructional
Methods and Arrangements Effective for Adults with
Learning Disabilities”. Although it contains quite a bit
of educational jargon, it might be helpful in determining
what techniques would be good for your student.
(Maybe a future RLC in-service could help translate
some of it for us!) There is also a section in the report
related to learning disabilities in English language learn-
ers, but we did not cover that in the training.

There were several benefits for me in attending this
training. One was the affirmation and review of what
we covered in our RLC training. Secondly, the informa-
tion is more relevant now that I have been working with
a student for several months. I could see what applied to
my particular student and his unique situation. I could
ask specific questions. I gained background that helped
me understand why the workbooks we use are structured
the way they are. That understanding makes the tutoring
more interesting for me and challenges me to make the
most effective use of the workbooks. Finally, it was fun
to get to know a couple of the other tutors a bit during
our carpool time!

TPR Storytelling
by Mary

On April 16, eight RLC tutors attended a TPR Storytel-
ling Workshop given by Blaine Ray at Alverno College.
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TPRS grew out of TPR (Total Physical Response) to
include reading and writing skills, so it is now known as
Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling.
Blaine shared with us his experiences and successes in
using storytelling coupled with Total Physical Response
in teaching languages.

Blaine believes one acquires language through compre-
hensible input that is repetitive and interesting. In order
to accomplish this, one needs to limit vocabulary
thereby making the language repetitive. This allows the
student to learn the structure of language and to increase
comprehension. He achieves this through storytelling.
Repetition is key and is achieved through the asking of
repetitive questions (circling). Continually re-starting
the story adding details, parallel characters, multiple
locations and unexpected details adds to the learner’s
interest and participation.

Blaine first establishes meaning through an initial trans-
lation of unknown words in order to quickly clarify
meaning, coupled with the use of gestures and pictures
(TPR), Once the meaning of the word is established,
repetition is paramount.

As opposed to telling a narrative (because narratives are
not repetitive), Blaine 'asks' his story; “asks” because a
question demands a response thus showing comprehen-
sion. A brief example:
Pedro had 5 cats. He didn't like cats. He wanted a dog.

Did Pedro have 5 cats or 4 cats?

Who had cats?

What did Pedro have?

Did Pedro like cats?

How many dogs did Pedro want?
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Six of the tutors who attended the workshop attended a
meeting on May 10 to discuss the applicability of the
technique to RLC tutoring. Blaine's handout states "we
acquire language through comprehensive input
(listening and understanding). This is the only way a
person can learn to speak a language." However, output
is an important component for ESL students. Blaine's'
technique is geared toward foreign language learners
rather than second language learners such as our ESL
learners. While one of our tutors has creatively adjusted
Blaine's storytelling ideas for her learner, the consensus
of the group was Blaine's technique, as presented does
not seem to address the needs of our learners but with
creative fine-tuning the use of TPR Storytelling can be-
come another useful tool in our arsenal.

Tutors were able to attend these workshops because
RLC is a member of the Literacy Coalition of
Southeastern Wisconsin (http://lcswi.org)
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